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Did you know that there are now more than 65 software developers
hawking at least 126 applications for environmental management, energy-
efficiency tracking, carbon emissions tracking, sustainability planning and
safety/health compliance?

There has been a boom in this software of software in the past two years;
this year alone there have been at least 15 product launches.

This stuff is all tracked in a new guide from British research firm,
Verdantix, which has just published the “Buyer’s Guide to Sustainable
Business Software. I can’t tell if the firm does a ranking, because I’m not
important enough to warrant my own copy — it costs roughly $460 (or 300
British pounds). But I have written here in GreenTech Pastures about
many of the companies covered including 1E Software, CA, ENXSuite
EnerNOC, Enviance, First Carbon Solutions, Hara, SAP, Tririga, Verdiem,
Verisae, VillageGreen Global and ZeroFootprint. So this very definitely
seems to be a good resource for those trying to figure out their options.

There are several themes explored that are worth noting for you as a
potential manager of this software:

1. It’s been bought by people outside your sphere of influence: 93
percent of the software firms considered in the report are selling to
people with titles like vice president of sustainability or chief
sustainability officer. Just 18 percent are selling into the IT
organization.

2. The dominant deployment model is software as a service (SaaS).
This makes sense to me, given the rapid rate of change of for
environmental regulations and sustainability compliance concerns.

3. The emergence of the integrated platform. This is probably the most
important thing worth noting. The simple fact is that SAP has
already acquired two companies in this space, Clear Standards
(carbon management) and Technidata (environmental compliance).
It seems like it will only be a matter of time before consolidation will
rule the day within the sustainability software segment. The report’s
author, David Metcalfe, predicts: “Only a handful of today’s 65
vendors will survive the inevitable consolidation.”

GreenTech Pastures
Heather Clancy

Summary

Topics

Blogger Info

Vendor HotSpot

Get it the way you want it

ZDNet Newsletters
Get the best of ZDNet delivered straight to your
inbox

US Edition Companies Hardware Software Mobile Security Research Special Coverage

http://www.zdnet.com/
http://www.zdnet.com/
http://www.zdnet.com/news
http://www.zdnet.com/news
http://www.zdnet.com/reviews
http://downloads.zdnet.com/
http://whitepapers.zdnet.com/
http://www.zdnet.com/members/login
http://www.zdnet.com/members/join
http://zdnet.custhelp.com/
http://twitter.com/zdnet
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ZDNet/5953112932
http://nl.zdnet.com/acct_mgmt.sc?brand=zdnet
http://m.zdnet.com/blog/green
http://www.zdnet.com/blog/green/rss
http://whitepapers.zdnet.com/alertform.aspx?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zdnet.com%2Fblog%2Fgreen%2Frss&title=GreenTech+Pastures+on+ZDNet&source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zdnet.com%2Fblog%2Fgreen%2F126-apps-for-managing-green-and-sustainability-info%2F12901&frequency=weekly
http://www.zdnet.com/topics/software
http://www.zdnet.com/topics/sustainability
http://www.zdnet.com/topics/tools+%26amp%3B+techniques
http://www.zdnet.com/topics/management
http://www.zdnet.com/topics/heather+clancy
http://www.zdnet.com/topics/heather+clancy
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/e/r=9105&sg=442773&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=00c13-ad-e3:4C3A89DA50CE2D&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs&t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&event=7/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/e/r=9105&sg=442773&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=00c13-ad-e3:4C3A89DA50CE2D&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs&t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&event=7/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/e/r=9105&sg=442773&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=00c13-ad-e3:4C3A89DA50CE2D&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs&t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&event=7/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/e/r=9105&sg=442773&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=00c13-ad-e3:4C3A89DA50CE2D&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs&t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&event=7/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/e/r=9105&sg=442773&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=00c13-ad-e3:4C3A89DA50CE2D&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs&t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&event=7/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc
http://www.zdnet.com/
http://www.zdnet.com/news
http://www.zdnet.com/blog/green
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ZDNet/5953112932
http://twitter.com/zdnet
http://www.youtube.com/user/zdnetvideo
http://www.cbsinteractive.com/adfeedback/?REDIRECT=TRUE&RGROUP=8830&SEGMENTID=229964&LINEID=193705&SP=16&ADVERTISERID=7315
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39d5/0/0/%2a/j;226024567;0-0;0;15594007;4307-300/250;37287914/37305792/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.zdnetasia.com/microsites/dell-emc/deduplication
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ZDNet/5953112932
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ZDNet/5953112932
http://twitter.com/zdnet
http://twitter.com/zdnet
http://www.youtube.com/user/zdnetvideo
http://www.youtube.com/user/zdnetvideo
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BS_km39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkOpMTLxgHu-Pq_DMCNtwGwkB8QARgBINLG9QMoAjgAUOTU2LYDYOXC5IOkDqABlv3g7gOyAQ13d3cuemRuZXQuY29tyAEB2gFZaHR0cDovL3d3dy56ZG5ldC5jb20vYmxvZy9ncmVlbi8xMjYtYXBwcy1mb3ItbWFuYWdpbmctZ3JlZW4tYW5kLXN1c3RhaW5hYmlsaXR5LWluZm8vMTI5MDGAAgGpArr1DHT8NrU-yALY3tELqAMB9QMKAAAE9QMEAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzzTmMSvy9VP26unIccwHzAsMDq4w&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://www.primus-dcf.com/Download/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BS_km39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkOpMTLxgHu-Pq_DMCNtwGwkB8QARgBINLG9QMoAjgAUOTU2LYDYOXC5IOkDqABlv3g7gOyAQ13d3cuemRuZXQuY29tyAEB2gFZaHR0cDovL3d3dy56ZG5ldC5jb20vYmxvZy9ncmVlbi8xMjYtYXBwcy1mb3ItbWFuYWdpbmctZ3JlZW4tYW5kLXN1c3RhaW5hYmlsaXR5LWluZm8vMTI5MDGAAgGpArr1DHT8NrU-yALY3tELqAMB9QMKAAAE9QMEAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzzTmMSvy9VP26unIccwHzAsMDq4w&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://www.primus-dcf.com/Download/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BS_km39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkOpMTLxgHu-Pq_DMCNtwGwkB8QARgBINLG9QMoAjgAUOTU2LYDYOXC5IOkDqABlv3g7gOyAQ13d3cuemRuZXQuY29tyAEB2gFZaHR0cDovL3d3dy56ZG5ldC5jb20vYmxvZy9ncmVlbi8xMjYtYXBwcy1mb3ItbWFuYWdpbmctZ3JlZW4tYW5kLXN1c3RhaW5hYmlsaXR5LWluZm8vMTI5MDGAAgGpArr1DHT8NrU-yALY3tELqAMB9QMKAAAE9QMEAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzzTmMSvy9VP26unIccwHzAsMDq4w&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://www.primus-dcf.com/Download/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BS_km39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkOpMTLxgHu-Pq_DMCNtwGwkB8QARgBINLG9QMoAjgAUOTU2LYDYOXC5IOkDqABlv3g7gOyAQ13d3cuemRuZXQuY29tyAEB2gFZaHR0cDovL3d3dy56ZG5ldC5jb20vYmxvZy9ncmVlbi8xMjYtYXBwcy1mb3ItbWFuYWdpbmctZ3JlZW4tYW5kLXN1c3RhaW5hYmlsaXR5LWluZm8vMTI5MDGAAgGpArr1DHT8NrU-yALY3tELqAMB9QMKAAAE9QMEAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzzTmMSvy9VP26unIccwHzAsMDq4w&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://www.primus-dcf.com/Download/tabid/79/Default.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BrVvw39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkO6vrFmwG8tbyhCMCNtwGwxTcQAhgCINLG9QMoAjgAUIrGwL8GYOXC5IOkDrIBDXd3dy56ZG5ldC5jb23IAQHaAVlodHRwOi8vd3d3LnpkbmV0LmNvbS9ibG9nL2dyZWVuLzEyNi1hcHBzLWZvci1tYW5hZ2luZy1ncmVlbi1hbmQtc3VzdGFpbmFiaWxpdHktaW5mby8xMjkwMagDAfUDCgAABPUDBAAAAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzQzpkRHDko4m_3pQz2B6WE5eLU1A&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://scientificadvisory.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BrVvw39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkO6vrFmwG8tbyhCMCNtwGwxTcQAhgCINLG9QMoAjgAUIrGwL8GYOXC5IOkDrIBDXd3dy56ZG5ldC5jb23IAQHaAVlodHRwOi8vd3d3LnpkbmV0LmNvbS9ibG9nL2dyZWVuLzEyNi1hcHBzLWZvci1tYW5hZ2luZy1ncmVlbi1hbmQtc3VzdGFpbmFiaWxpdHktaW5mby8xMjkwMagDAfUDCgAABPUDBAAAAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzQzpkRHDko4m_3pQz2B6WE5eLU1A&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://scientificadvisory.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BrVvw39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkO6vrFmwG8tbyhCMCNtwGwxTcQAhgCINLG9QMoAjgAUIrGwL8GYOXC5IOkDrIBDXd3dy56ZG5ldC5jb23IAQHaAVlodHRwOi8vd3d3LnpkbmV0LmNvbS9ibG9nL2dyZWVuLzEyNi1hcHBzLWZvci1tYW5hZ2luZy1ncmVlbi1hbmQtc3VzdGFpbmFiaWxpdHktaW5mby8xMjkwMagDAfUDCgAABPUDBAAAAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzQzpkRHDko4m_3pQz2B6WE5eLU1A&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://scientificadvisory.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BrVvw39U6TK7vKcLPlQfRlfkO6vrFmwG8tbyhCMCNtwGwxTcQAhgCINLG9QMoAjgAUIrGwL8GYOXC5IOkDrIBDXd3dy56ZG5ldC5jb23IAQHaAVlodHRwOi8vd3d3LnpkbmV0LmNvbS9ibG9nL2dyZWVuLzEyNi1hcHBzLWZvci1tYW5hZ2luZy1ncmVlbi1hbmQtc3VzdGFpbmFiaWxpdHktaW5mby8xMjkwMagDAfUDCgAABPUDBAAAAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzQzpkRHDko4m_3pQz2B6WE5eLU1A&client=ca-cnet-zdnet-content&adurl=http://scientificadvisory.com
http://cbsiprivacy.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/1272/
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/c/t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&x-fid=3&r=8466&sg=442768&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=01c13-ad-e6:4C3A6E0F754BEB&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs/http://blogs.zdnet.com/doc/?p=1317
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/c/t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&x-fid=3&r=8466&sg=442769&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=01c13-ad-e6:4C3A6E0F754BEB&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc/putting-your-life-in-the-cloud/1484
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/c/t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&x-fid=3&r=8466&sg=442770&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=01c13-ad-e6:4C3A6E0F754BEB&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc/will-inkjet-printing-kill-offset/1493
http://adlog.com.com/adlog/c/t=2010.07.12.08.43.58&x-fid=3&r=8466&sg=442771&o=6037%253A13603%253A&h=cn&p=&b=2&l=&site=24&pt=2100&nd=13603&pid=&cid=&pp=100&e=&rqid=01c13-ad-e6:4C3A6E0F754BEB&orh=&oepartner=&epartner=&ppartner=&pdom=&cpnmodule=&count=&ra=203.122.14.20&pg=wO35CAoPOLgAAC@6T1AAAAAs/http://www.zdnet.com/blog/doc/physical-mail-still-preferred-by-many/1367
http://www.verdantix.com/
http://www.verdantix.com/index.cfm/papers/Products.Details/product_id/132/buyer-s-guide-to-sustainable-business-software/-
http://www.verdantix.com/index.cfm/papers/Products.Details/product_id/132/buyer-s-guide-to-sustainable-business-software/-
http://www.zdnet.com/blog/green
http://nl.zdnet.com/acct_mgmt.sc?brand=zdnet&urs_auth=1


126 apps for managing green and sustainability info | ZDNet

http://www.zdnet.com/blog/green/126-apps-for-managing-green-and-sustainability-info/12901[7/12/2010 2:17:58 PM]

Read the DocuMentor
blog now

Learn More »

Full Bio Disclosure Contact

Breathe life into an old
hard drive, avoiding

electronic waste

Evergreen guide to
green IT guides

Ask a Question Start a Discussion

Five scheduling tips for busy IT consultants

aptitude test

Document Categorizer

SyncToy Main Window (Spotlight: SyncToy 2.1 file synchronization)

Four tips for buying "big" software

TREES grows in Brooklyn

Limited rebate for carbon accounting software

Got gas? These software developers will help you with enterprise
emissions tracking

Green is still Gold (But Beware of the Politics of Gesture)

CA jumps into eco software market; Plans to launch carbon tracking
suite

View All Collapsed View All Expanded Follow via: RSS Email Alert

All About Microsoft

The Apple Core

Between the Lines

BriefingsDirect

Collaboration 2.0

Dev Connection

A Developer's View

Digital Cameras &
Camcorders

Ed Bott's Microsoft
Report

Emerging Tech

Enterprise Web 2.0

Five Nines: The
Next Gen
Datacenter

Forrester Research

Googling Google

GreenTech
Pastures

Hardware 2.0

Home Theater

iGeneration

Irregular Enterprise

IT Project Failures

Laptops &
Desktops

Lawgarithms

Linux and Open
Source

Managing L'unix

The Mobile
Gadgeteer

On Sustainability

The Semantic Web

Service Oriented

Smartphones and
Cell Phones

Social Business

Social CRM: The
Conversation

Software &
Services Safari

Software as
Services

Storage Bits

Team Think

Tech Broiler

Tom Foremski:
IMHO

The ToyBox

Virtually Speaking

The Web Life

ZDNet Education

ZDNet Government

ZDNet Healthcare

Zero Day

July 2010

June 2010

May 2010

April 2010

March 2010

February 2010

January 2010

December 2009

November 2009

October 2009

September 2009

August 2009

July 2009

June 2009

May 2009

Vendor Showcase

Lowering IT Cost Starts With Your Database
Sponsored by Oracle

HP's New Networking Rule #3: Up to 65%
lower cost of ownership

10 Dying IT Skills Global

More from “GreenTech Pastures”

Related Discussions on TechRepublic
Did you know you can take part in these discussions with your ZDNet membership?

People who read this, also read...

Talkback Most Recent of 1 Talkback(s)
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07/09/2010 10:20 AM Reply to

Integrated platforms move customers beyond carbon measurement

Heather,

I agree with you that it is only a matter of time before integrated platforms force a
consolidation in the market for sustainability software.

I see two principal reasons for this:
First, organizations have started to move beyond measurement of GHG emissions and
now look for software that provides a platform for the reduction of their environmental
impact. One good example of this is New York City which is implementing TRIRIGA to
reduce the environmental impact of its more than 4000 buildings. New York City plans
to reduce its GHG emissions through a set of strategies such as preventive
maintenance, capital improvements and space reduction. These strategies require
complex analysis to determine investment priorities and comprehensive project delivery
capabilities to streamline their implementation, both of which are well established
capabilities found in enterprise-class platforms such as TRIRIGA, SAP and IBM.

Secondly, enterprise software providers that deliver these integrated platforms have
secured large customer bases and deliver the core operational systems used by many
users including those responsible for the reduction of their organization's impact.
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